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This agreement will ensure that the Flathead will stay wild and pure for generations to 
come,” says biologist Richard Cannings, a member of the Nature Conservancy of 
Canada’s BC Regional Board.  
 
The Nature Conservancy of Canada will contribute up to $6 million towards the funding 
commitment and overall project costs.  The largest share of that will come from the 
Natural Areas Conservation Program — a unique partnership with the Government of 
Canada. In 2007, the federal government announced an investment of $225 million in 
the program, which supports the work of the Nature Conservancy of Canada and other 
non-profit conservation organizations to protect ecologically sensitive lands, diverse 
ecosystems, wildlife and habitat. 
 
“Today’s announcement is another example of how we can, through partnership, 
achieve a shared goal, to conserve and protect our natural spaces and wildlife and leave 
a lasting legacy to future generations,” said the Honourable Peter Kent, Canada’s 
Minister of the Environment. 
 
The Nature Conservancy of Canada and The Nature Conservancy are unaffiliated. The 
two non-profit organizations share many conservation priorities and they have built a 
long-standing relationship in places such as the Flathead River Basin.  
 
Facts  

 The Flathead supports 70 mammal species (16 carnivores), 270 bird species, 25 
fish species and 1,200 species of vascular plants. 

 The Flathead contributes to the integrity of surrounding national and provincial 
parks (Alberta’s Waterton Park, Montana’s Glacier National Park and British 
Columbia’s Akimena-Kishenina Provincial Park). 

 The Flathead River was declared a Wild and Scenic River in the U.S. in 1975. 

 
LEARN MORE: 
Follow this link to the backgrounder: http://twurl.nl/64quyg 
 
The Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) is the nation’s leading not-for-profit private 
land conservation organization, working to protect our most important natural areas and 
the species they sustain. Since 1962 NCC and its partners have helped to protect more 
than 2 million acres (800,000 hectares) coast to coast. To learn more visit: 
www.natureconservancy.ca. 
 
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is a leading conservation organization working around 
the world to protect ecologically important lands and waters for nature and people. To 
date, the Conservancy and its more than 1 million members have helped protect 130 
million acres worldwide. Visit The Nature Conservancy at www.nature.org/canada. 
   
Jane Gilbert 
Chief Communications Officer 
(416) 932-3205 
Jane.Gilbert [at] natureconservancy.ca 


